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Economic Development Corporation 
Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, September 28, 2017 
 
Attending: Beth Bernthal Reindel, Chris Rittmueller, John Benson, Jamie Furbush, Mike Fassezke, 

Brandon Muller, Vickie Schmitzer, Jerry Thompson and Abby Curtis 
 
Absent: Terry Weiss and Tim Hildner  
 
Also attending were Bridget Smith and Sheila Stamiris 
 
There was no public input. 
 
The meeting minutes of July 20, 2017, were approved as written. Benson moved; Thompson seconded. 
 
Smith and Stamiris reported on the first training session for Redevelopment Ready Communities. The 
City is required to be engaged in the process in order to apply for funding or assistance of any kind 
through MEDC. The next step is to begin the self-analysis. Both women were impressed with the quality 
of lecturers and the new options available for planning and zoning for consideration. Stamiris will attend 
the second required session on October 5. Smith has completed both sessions. Stamiris is also attending 
an MEDC learning session on current MEDC programs on October 2-3. 
 
Frankenmuth Brewery. The Brewery asks for a purchase option/agreement for four acres in the 
Frankenmuth Business Park. Staff has hired Brandon Muller (Clark Hill) to help with the purchase 
agreement. Stamiris hopes to place the item on the October 10, 2017, City Council meeting. Smith and 
Stamiris met with the Spicer Group to discuss property layout and the Storm Water Management Plan. 
More details are forthcoming as the project evolves.  
 
The Frankenmuth Brewery is working with the Spicer Group to develop a conceptual site plan to use in 
the annexation process. The annexation process is initiated by a letter submitted to the City Manager 
who convenes the Township and City Planning Chairmen for a preliminary review.   
 
The EDC requests annexation of the remaining 10 acres of City-owned land from the Township for the 
development of a project for the Frankenmuth Brewery and directs Stamiris to submit the request to 
the City Manager as soon as the development concept is submitted. Schmitzer moved; Bernthal 
seconded. 
 
Old Business and Miscellaneous.  Smith and/or Stamiris reviewed progress of ongoing projects including 
the Dam, Levee, Palmer Gateway Arch, Jaycee Splash Pad and Frankenmuth Sports Complex.  
 
New Business. Stamiris discussed the new Frankenmuth Cheese Haus project proposed by owner Judy 
Keller. The project received site plan approval at the September 2 Planning Commission meeting.   
 
Mike Fassezke commented that during the bridge construction, traffic on Main Street slowed 
considerably and the condition was well received by pedestrians and outdoor diners along the corridor 
for the improved less-noise environment.  
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Ferris State is targeting the last full week of October for their first visit to begin their study of housing 
and options to update some of the tract housing limited by current parcel sizes and structure. Ferris will 
bring as many as 15 architectural students here for three total visits including one overnight. The actual 
schedule is not yet confirmed, but targeting October 25 or 26. Overnight lodging is requested.  
 
Stamiris reports that the Frankenmuth Motel has new owners. The Saginaw Road Commission will 
resurface the Dixie Highway between the I75 interchange and Junction Road next year. 
 
Communications including the MEDC Profile of the Splash Village Project, an article on River Trails and 
Stamiris’ notes of the MEDA annual meeting in Holland were received. 
 
Stamiris has a conflict for the regular meeting date of October 19 and will survey members for an 
alternate date. 
 
The meeting adjourned. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Sheila Stamiris  
 
 


